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for it should be remembered that these men had undergone a long voyage,
and had probably invested all they had in taking out a passage for Natal,
thinking that they would not be prohibited from landing in a British
Colony. In spite of the Act, which has hardly reached the ears of the mil-
lions of India, the people there cannot assimilate the doctrine that there
could be differences in the nature of their rights as citizens of the Empire
under the same flag in different parts of it,
The immigrants admitted after examination were 1,869 Indians,
including 195 females and 499 children, 21 Chinese, 1 Egyptian, 38 Greeks,
8 Singalcse, 1 Syrian and 8 Turks. Of the Indians admitted, 158 passed
the educational test. This is less than one-tenth of the total admitted.
It may be here remarked that the new Act has only just come into opera-
tion, and the next report from Mr. Smith will, we very much fear, shew
us a considerable decrease in the number of those who would have passed
the educational test.
Mr, Smith gives the interesting information that
during the twelve months, some  269 certificates  (of domicile) wore confis-
cated, and the men who produced them, sent about their business.
Seeing that thousands of such certificates are now in vogue, the num-
ber of certificates improperly used is remarkably small All the same,
it shews that the Legislature in its wisdom has put a temptation in the
way of the public to evade the law. That is the history of all restrictive
legislation throughout the world, and it is especially so when it is restriction
of personal freedom and personal movements.
The report would have been, more complete if Mr. Smith had included
in his summary the grounds on which intending immigrants have been
debarred from entering the Colony. Another thing also seems to have
been omitted from the report, namely, that British Indians who entered
the Colony after 1897 after having passed the examination under the Depart-
ment are being turned out of the Colony although they may have settled.
While we may not say much against a ruthless carrying out of the law
so far as new immigrants arc concerned, we do feel that the Department
will be going a little too far in attempting to drive away men who are
already established in the Colony. It is hardly fair to hound decent people
out of the Colony as if they were criminals, especially when it is known
that the very Department which allowed them to enter the Colony is
driving them away. We would not go into the question of how and why
they succeeded in establishing themselves after 1897. Although they
did not fully satisfy the requirements of the law, the fact stands that they
have not stolen into the country, but that they entered after having
been properly examined by the officers engaged to do the work under
Mr* Smith, We, therefore, trust that Mr, Smith would be pleased to
stay Ms hand so far as the British Indian residents of the Colony are
concerned, no matter whether they were in the Colony before 1897 or not.
Indian Opinion, 10-34904